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Name

Common, Proper, and Collective Nouns
The names of particular persons, places, and things are proper nouns. Capitalize the first word
and each important word of a proper noun.
I like Brady Parks in the book by Priscilla Cummings.
All other nouns are common nouns. They are not capitalized.
That author has written several exciting novels.
Capitalize the first word and all important words in a title.
Reflections on a Gift of Watermelon Pickle
Capitalize days of the week and months of the year.
Saturday, October 14
Capitalize the first letter of an abbreviated proper noun. Abbreviations often occur in addresses,
titles and initials in names, and names of days and months. Most abbreviations end with a period.
In addresses, state names are abbreviated using two capital letters and no period.
The envelope went to Mr. L. Cho, 11 E. 3rd St., Rochester, MN 55901.
It was postmarked Mon., Nov. 6.
A collective noun names a group, such as family or class.
Directions Write the proper noun from the box that matches each common noun. Add capital letters
where they are needed.
sears tower   my side of the mountain
argentina
president jefferson
rebecca
“america the beautiful”
		 Common Noun   Proper Noun

© Pearson Education, Inc., 5

1. girl
2. president
3. country
4. book
5. building
6. song

Home Activity Your child learned about common, proper, and collective nouns. Take a walk with your child.
Have him or her pick out collective and proper nouns on signs and buildings in your community and practice
speaking and writing them using proper capitalization.
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Read the passage. Then answer the questions that follow.

What Is a Spacesuit?
by David Hitt, NASA

1
A spacesuit is much more than a set of clothes astronauts wear on spacewalks. A fully
equipped spacesuit is really a one-person spacecraft. The formal name for the spacesuit used on the
space shuttle and International Space Station is the Extravehicular Mobility Unit, or EMU.
“Extravehicular” means outside of the vehicle or spacecraft. “Mobility” means that the astronaut can
move around in the suit. The spacesuit protects the astronaut from the dangers of being outside
in space.
Why Do Astronauts Need Spacesuits?
2
Spacesuits help astronauts in several ways. Spacewalking astronauts face a wide variety of
temperatures. In Earth orbit, conditions can be as cold as minus 250 degrees Fahrenheit. In the
sunlight, they can be as hot as 250 degrees. A spacesuit protects astronauts from those
extreme temperatures.
3
Spacesuits also supply astronauts with oxygen to breathe while they are in the vacuum of
space. They contain water to drink during spacewalks. They protect astronauts from being injured
from impacts of small bits of space dust. Space dust may not sound very dangerous, but when even a
tiny object is moving many times faster than a bullet, it can cause injury. Spacesuits also protect
astronauts from radiation in space. The suits even have visors to protect astronauts’ eyes from the
bright sunlight.
What Are the Parts of a Spacesuit?
4
The spacesuit consists of several pieces. The Hard Upper Torso covers the astronaut’s chest.
The arm assembly covers the arms and connects to the gloves. The helmet and Extravehicular Visor
Assembly are designed to protect the astronaut’s head while still allowing him or her to see as much
as possible. The Lower Torso Assembly covers the astronaut’s legs and feet. The flexible parts of the
suit are made from several layers of material. The layers perform different functions, from keeping
oxygen within the spacesuit to protecting from space dust impacts.
5
Underneath the spacesuit, astronauts wear a Liquid Cooling and Ventilation Garment.
Tubes are woven into this tight-fitting piece of clothing that covers the entire body except for
the head, hands and feet. Water flows through these tubes to keep the astronaut cool during
the spacewalk.
6
On the back of the spacesuit is a backpack called the Primary Life Support Subsystem.
This backpack contains the oxygen that astronauts breathe during a spacewalk. It also removes
carbon dioxide that astronauts exhale. The backpack also provides electricity for the suit. A fan moves
the oxygen through the spacesuit and life support systems, and a water tank holds the cooling water
that flows through the Liquid Cooling and Ventilation Garment.
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7
Also attached to the back of the suit is a device called the Simplified Aid for Extravehicular
Activity Rescue, or SAFER. SAFER has several small thruster jets. If an astronaut became separated
from the space station, he or she could use SAFER to fly back.
What Other Spacesuits Have Astronauts Worn?
8
NASA’s first spacesuits were developed for the Mercury program. Mercury was the first time
NASA astronauts flew into space. These simple suits were based on pressure suits worn by U.S. Navy
pilots. Astronauts did not go on spacewalks then. The Mercury suits were worn only inside
the spacecraft.
9
NASA’s first spacewalks took place during the Gemini program. The suits used for Gemini
were more advanced than the Mercury suits. But the Gemini suits were simpler than today’s
spacesuits. These suits did not contain their own life support. Instead, they connected to life support
systems on the Gemini spacecraft with a cord called the umbilical.
10
Spacesuits designed for the Apollo program had to do things the first suits did not. These
spacesuits had to protect astronauts walking on the moon. Unlike the other suits, the Apollo suits had
boots made to walk on a rocky surface. The Apollo suits also contained a life support system, similar
to the Portable Life Support Subsystem on the current suit. Having a life support system on the
spacesuit allowed the astronauts to explore away from the lunar lander.
11
Spacesuits similar to the Apollo suits were used on the Skylab space station. Like the Gemini
suits, the Skylab suits connected to life support systems on the spacecraft via an umbilical.
What Spacesuits Are Worn Today?
12
In addition to the EMU, NASA astronauts wear other suits today. The Advanced Crew Escape
Suit is the orange suit that astronauts wear during launch and landing of the space shuttle. This suit
cannot be worn during spacewalks. Sometimes, NASA astronauts will wear the Russian Orlan
spacesuit. This suit is the Russian version of the EMU and is used for spacewalks. Another Russian
suit is the Sokol. Like the Advanced Crew Escape Suit, the Sokol is designed only to be used inside a
spacecraft. It is used on the Russian Soyuz spacecraft.

22

Which detail from the passage tells how spacesuits helped astronauts leave their
spacecraft to walk on the moon?

A

“These simple suits were based on pressure suits worn by U.S. Navy pilots.”

B

“The Mercury suits were worn only inside the spacecraft.”

C

“The Apollo suits also contained a life support system, similar to the Portable Life
Support Subsystem on the current suit.“

D

“The Advanced Crew Escape Suit is the orange suit that astronauts wear during
launch and landing of the space shuttle.“
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In paragraph 3, the words “the
vacuum of space” tell about a place

A

with no people

B

with no heat

C

with no dust

D

with no air

26

On the back of the spacesuit is
a backpack . . .
According to the passage, one reason
for this backpack is

A

to provide electricity for
the spacesuit

B

to contain thruster jets for
the spacesuit

Today’s astronauts primarily need
spacesuits so they can

C

to store extra food for
the astronaut

A

look like U.S. Navy pilots

D

B

safely move around in space

to protect the astronaut from
space dust

C

stay connected to a spacecraft

D

eat inside a spacecraft

27
25

In the passage, the word “radiation”
refers to

Astronauts are able to stay cool while
spacewalking because

A

a special subsystem removes
the carbon dioxide from
their spacesuit

B

water flows through tubes
in a garment worn under
their spacesuit

A

something that protects
astronauts from the sun’s rays

B

something that provides fuel for
a spacecraft

C

something that is harmful to
human health

fans in a special device blow cool
air on them

D

several layers of material allows
good air flow

C
D

14

Read the following phrase from
paragraph 6 of the passage.

something that is carried in the
backpack of a spacesuit

Book 1

©Curriculum Associates, LLC

NA

PDF

Ten Mile Day

Name

Common, Proper, and Collective Nouns
Directions Match the letter of each common noun on the right with a proper noun on the left. Then
write another proper noun that fits in that category.
1. Japan

A. city

2. Oliver Twist

B. country

3. Ms. Kopeki

C. team

4. Atlanta Braves

D. book

5. London

E. teacher

Directions Write C if the group of words is capitalized correctly. If the group of words is not
capitalized correctly, rewrite it using correct capitalization.
6. Helen and her cousins
7. mr. Jorge Ruiz, sr.
8. the greatest City in the Midwest
9. fourth of july
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10. Mississippi River
11. holidays in november
12. south bend, In 46614
Directions Rewrite each sentence. Use capital letters where they are needed.
13. On friday we went to a restaurant on east 18th st. called hot tamales.

14. It is owned by ms. marie dablontez, who is from mexico.

Home Activity Your child reviewed common and proper nouns. Ask your child to write a note inviting a
friend to do something. Have him or her check to be sure proper nouns are capitalized correctly.
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Reading Assignment
This week we will continue reading Esperanza Rising. We are
really enjoying this book. We will be reading some of it in
class together and students will have some additional time to
read independently. Any reading they did not complete in
class will have to be read at home.
Tuesday – Chapter 4
Wednesday – Chapter 5
Thursday – Chapter 6

